A YEAR OF LAW-RELATED EDUCATION
PRO BONO OPPORTUNITIES

plumber who renders public serv-
Aice by improving the access to

plumbing of the public, either
through direct service to the poor or gen-
eral education about the plumbing sys-
tem, is a pretty special plumber. A lawyer
who renders similar public service to
improve the access to justice is simply
doing what every lawyer is asked to do as
part of his or her professional duty.

As the PBA pro bono coordinator, [
spend most of my professional life pro-
moting direct legal services for the near-
ly 80 percent of the poor people in my
state who do not have access to lawyers
and, therefore, have limited access to our
justice system. Yet Rule 6.1 on Voluntary
Pro Bono Publico Service is not limited
to direct legal representation of poor
clients. Under our rule, lawyers “should
render public interest service.” A lawyer
may discharge this responsibility, among
other means, “by service in activities for
improving the law, the legal system or
the legal profession.” Providing educa-
tion about the law, in a nation guided by
the rule of law, constitutes such public
service.

Participation in law-related and civic
education programs has been a growing
means through which attorneys have
performed for the public good. Through
these programs, lawyers get out into the
community and gain the chance to pro-
vide a service by teaching about the law
while broadening connections with
judges, other lawyers and the public as a
whole.

There are many programs available
through local and state bar associations
tfor the larger community, from People’s
Law Schools where lawyers provide easy
to understand presentations on various
legal disciplines to Teen Courts where
lawyers teach young people how to con-
duct trials of peer offenders. But the vast
majority of attorney involvement in
public education about the law takes
place in K-12 schools. This article will
look at the flow of those programs in
Pennsylvania through a calendar year.

School starts each year in the fall, and
for law-related and civic education that
means Constitution Day (Sept. 17) is fast
approaching. Mandated by the US.
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Congress in 2004 as a day for instruction
on the Constitution, Sept. 17 is the date
when the Founding Fathers signed the
Constitution in Philadelphia in 1789
and sent it out to the 13 states to be rat-
ified. 2007 marks the third year of this
unfunded mandate and many schools
still do not seem to even know about the
requirement, which makes it a great time
tor lawyers to call local schools and ask if
the school would like some help in set-
ting up their mandated Constitution
Day programming.

GET INVOLVED!
PBA Law DAy PROGRAMS: MAY

Project CiTizEN COMPETITION:
MaAy 7

ConsTtiTuTtION DAY: SEPT. 17

PBA “CELEBRATE THE
CONSTITUTION” PROGRAM:
SEPT. - Nov.

WE THE PEOPLE COMPETITION:
FALL SEMESTER

BiiL oF RiGHTS WEEK:
WEEK OF DEec. 15

Mock TrRiIAL COMPETITION:
SPRING SEMESTER

The PBA creates special materials
each year for the event, as do organiza-
tions such as the National Constitution
Center (www.constitutioncenter.org)
and the Bill of Rights Institute
(www.billofrightsinstitute.org). Through
the PBA’s “Celebrate the Constitution”
program, which is funded by the
Pennsylvania Bar Foundation, lawyers
can present lessons to individual classes
or design programs for entire schools. A
“Celebrate the Constitution” Lesson
Plan Guide is available through the LRE
coordinator’s office at the PBA or via the
PBA’s Web site at www.pabar org. Former
PBA President Lou Teti of West Chester
organizes an event every fall for students
at local schools to sign copies of the
Constitution after the students have par-
ticipated in a program about the rule of
law presented by local lawyers and
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judges. For the past few years, educator
Don Imler of the PBA’s Law-Related
Education Committee has gathered high
school students, lawyers, political leaders
and judges on the courthouse steps in
Hollidaysburg to read the Constitution
aloud, then followed that up with an
assembly created by his students for
every 5th grader in local state Rep. Jerry
Stern’s district.

Pennsylvania lawyers can jump right
in after Constitution Day and start work-
ing with schools involved in the
statewide High School We the People
Competition coordinated nationally by
the Center for Civic Education
(www.civiced.org) and in the common-
wealth by Freedoms Foundation of
Valley Forge (www.ffvf.org). We the
People is a national program in every
state, though it often runs as a spring
competition elsewhere. There are non-
competitive opportunities to work with
We the People at the elementary and
middle school levels as well. Lawyers can
coach teams made from entire classes
who conduct mock congressional hear-
ings before panelists of lawyers, judges,
political leaders and academics or they
can serve on the panels.

Under a state law that provides
another unfunded mandate for the
schools, Pennsylvania celebrates the Bill
of Rights in December in the week sur-
rounding the Dec. 15, 1791, ratification
of those first 10 amendments to the
Constitution. Other states have similar
requirements. This is another good time
tor a lawyer to reach out to local schools,
since the schools usually have no clue
they are violating a state law by not cel-
ebrating the Bill of Rights in some fash-
ion that week!

Spring semester usually marks the
start of mock trial season. Pennsylvania
sees nearly 300 teams participate in a
program that brings new meaning to the
term “March Madness” as the final 12
squads travel to the state Capitol of
Harrisburg the last week of March to
determine a state winner, who then
goes to the national championships
(www.nationalmocktrial.org). 300 teams
mean service opportunities for 300 attor-
ney coaches and for thousands of
lawyers and judges sitting as juries to
determine the winning teams. Bedford
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